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LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS

The Civil Aviation Direction General communicates International Civil Aviation
Organization (I.C.A.O.), through Annex 1 is requiring all countries signatories of
Chicago Convention that, all airplane pilots, helicopter, free balloons and glider, air
traffic controllers, aeronautical stations operators and flight dispatchers who must use
radiotelephony on board aircrafts, shall demonstrate by official evaluations performed
on certain intervals the ability to speak and understand the English language.

This ICAO disposition was adopted and incorporated to the Aeronautical Personnel
Licensing Regulation, paragraph 1.2.11 and following, it will enter in force on March 05
2008.

For the above-mentioned, this Direction General requests all aeronautical personnel
affected by this new disposition to take the pertinent measures to be qualified in English
language according Level 4 of ICAO Language Proficiency Rating Scale attached.

Personnel, demonstrating Operational Level language proficiency (Level 4) shall be
evaluated once every three years, and personnel demonstrating extended level
language proficiency (Level 5) shall be evaluated once every six years.

For further information please contact Licensing Department, telephone; (506) 2231-
3666, ext. 129, 158 or 159)
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1.2 Pre-operational, elementary and pre-elementary levels

STRUCTURE
Relevant grammatical
PRONUNCIATION structures and sentence
Assumes a dialect and/or patierns are determined by
accent intelligible to the language functions
LEVEL aeronautical community. appropriate to the task. VOCABULARY FLUENCY COMPREHENSION INTERACTIONS
Levels 4, 5 and 6 are on preceding page.
Pre- Pronunciation, stress, Basic grammatical Vocabulary range and Produces stretches of Comprehension is often Responses are sometimes
operational | rhythm, and intonation structures and sentence accuracy are often language, but phrusing accarate on comimon, immediate, appropriate,
are influenced by the patterns associated with sufficient to and pausing are often concrete, and work- and informative. Can
3 first language or regional | predictable situations are | communicate on inappropriate. Hesitations | related topics when the initiate and maintain
variation and frequently not always well common, concrete, or or slowness in language accent or variety used is | exchanges with
interfere with ease of controlled. Errors work-related topics, but processing may prevent sufficiently intelligible reasonable ease on
understanding. frequently interfere with | range is limited and the effective communication. | for an international familiar topics and in
meaning. word choice often Fillers are sometimes community of users. predictable situations.
inappropriate. Is often distracting. May fail to understand a | Generally inadequate
unable to paraphrase linguistic or situational when dealing with an
successfully when complication or an unexpected turn of
lacking vocabulary. unexpected turn of events.
events.
Elementary | Pronunciation, stress, Shows only limited Limited vocabulary Can produce very short, Comprehension is Response time is slow
rhythm, and intonation control of a few simple range consisting only of | isolated, memorized limited to isolated, and often inappropriate.
2 are heavily influenced by | memorized grammatical | isolated words and utterances with frequent memorized phrases when | Interaction is limited to
the first language or structures and sentence memorized phrases. pausing and a distracting | they are carefully and simple routine
regional variation and patterns. use of fillers to search slowly articulated. exchanges.
usually interfere with for expressions and to
ease of understanding. articulate less familiar
words.
Pre- Performs at a level below | Performs atalevel below | Performs atalevel below | Performs atalevel below | Performs at alevel below | Performs at a level below
elementary | the Elementary level. the Elementary level. the Elementary level. the Elementary level. the Elementary level. the Elementary level.
1
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Note.— The Operational Level (Level 4) is the minimum required proficiency level for radiotelephony communication. Levels 1 through 3 describe Pre-elementary,
Elementary, and Pre-operational levels of language proficiency, respectively, all of which describe a level of proficiency below the ICAO language proficiency
requirement. Levels 5 and 6 describe Extended and Expert levels, at levels of proficiency more advanced than the minimum required Standard. As a whole, the scale
will serve as benchmarks for training and testing, and in assisting candidates to attain the ICAO Operational Level (Level 4).
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